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This type of theater stage is known as an Arena Theater. A four-sided crowd surrounds the stage in arena theatres. "Theatre in the round" is a term that is commonly used to describe these types of performances. The purpose of arena stages is to foster a strong sense of camaraderie among audience members. They do, however, impose significant limits on the amount and type of visual spectacle that may be supplied. Special effects are difficult to handle, and scene-changing equipment must be limited to that which can be hidden beneath the stage in these venues. Performers must perform to all sides of the stage without turning their backs on any one side for an extended period of time or obstructing the view of other performers from one section of the audience.
Directors should be mindful that if an act lasts longer than 90 minutes, audience members will jostle the actors on stage as they make their way to the restroom. Latecomers get access to a separate entrance (who must then wait until intermission to get to their assigned seats). During a concert, many audience members have been known to jump up and cross the stage.
The set pieces being used are flats. A flat piece of theatrical scenery, also known as a coulisse, is a flat piece of painted and put on stage to mimic houses or other backdrops. Since its introduction in the Italian Renaissance, soft-covered flats haven't changed much. Hard-covered flats with a perpendicular framing to the paint surface are known as "Hollywood" or "studio" flats. Canvas is less costly per square foot than plywood and provides a smooth painting surface. Such set pieces also leave memories in the minds of the audience depending on how creatively they are done. The paintings can either be very scary, funny, or action packed which should keep the audience talking about them.
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